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SUBJECT: US-USSR S&T AGREEMENT: MICROBIOLOGY - SUMMARY OE 
USDEL VISIT (01.0705) 

1. SUMMARY. US MICROBIOLOGY -PESTS (01.0705) DELEGATION 
MADE A BY AND LARGE SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO THE USSR MAY 20 - 
JUNE 4. USDEL PARTICIPATED IN A WELL-ORGANIZED AND 
PREPARED SYMPOSIUM IN RIGA AND TOURED SOVIET RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATIONS IN KIEV, LENINGRAD AND MOSCOW. AT THE 
CONCLUSION OF USDEL VISIT, SOVIETS PROVIDED A PESTICIDE 
FOR US TESTING. SOVIETS AGREED TO STUDY PROPOSALS FOR 
ADDITIONAL COOPERATIVE PROJECTS THAT US TABLED DURING 
VISIT. USDEL CHARACTERIZED VISIT AS MARKING A SIGNIFICANT 
STEP FORWARD IN TRANSFORMING THIS HITHERTO MORIBUND ACTI- 
VITY INTO A PROJECT OF SOME USEFUL SUBSTANCE AND MUTUAL 
BENEFIT. FUTURE COOPERATIVE ACTIVITY OEFERS SOME 
PROMISE OF BENEFIT TO THE US PROVIDING US PARTICIPANTS 
ADHERE TO THEIR DEFINED GOALS AND PERSIST IN INSISTING 
THAT THE SOVIETS GO HALEWAY IN IMPLEMENTING PROJECTS. 
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END SUMMARY. 

2. A US MICROBIOLOGY (PEST CONTROL) 01.0705 DELEGATION 
VISITED THE USSR MAY 20 - JUNE 4, TAKING PART IN A 
SYMPOSIUM IN RIGA AND VISITING A NUMBER OF SOVIET 
RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS IN KIEV, LENINGRAD AND MOSCOW. 
USDEL EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE SATISFACTION WITH THEIR 
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VISIT, WHICH THEY CLAIMED WAS THE MOST USEFUL AND SUB- 
STANTIVE OF ANY COOPERATIVE ACTIVITY SINCE THIS PROJECT'S 
INCEPTION SIX YEARS AGO. USDEL IN PARTICULAR NOTED 

- THE TRADITIONAL WARM RUSSIAN HOSPITALITY; 

- THAT THE SOVIETS, SCIENTISTS ESPECIALLY, WERE MORE 
OPEN THAN THEY HAD BEEN DURING PREVIOUS EXCHANGES; 

- ITS SATISFACTION WITH THE WAY IN WHICH THE RIGA 
SYMPOSIUM WAS CONDUCTED AND ORGANIZED. USDEL NOTED THAT 
THE SOVIET PRESENTATIONS WERE UNIFORMLY QUITE GOOD AND 
THAT SOVIETS PROVIDED TEXTS WILLINGLY; AND 

- THAT SOVIET SCIENTISTS SHOWED CONSIDERABLE INTEREST 

IN PROJECTS PUT FORWARD BY USDEL FOR FUTURE COOPERATION. 
SOVIETS PROMISED TO STUDY THESE AND RESPOND IN TIME FOR 
NEXT JWG MEETING, SCHEDULED FOR THIS COMING AUTUMN. 

THE TURNING OVER BY THE SOVIETS OF THREE KILOGRAMS OF 
BOVERIN, AN ANTI-COLORADO-POTATO BEETLE PREPARATION FOR 
WHICH THE SOVIETS CLAIM GREAT SUCCESS REPRESENTED THE 
USDEL VISIT HIGH POINT. US SCIENTISTS TOOK BOVERIN 
SAMPLE BACK WITH THEM AND PLAN TO TEST IT AGAINST THE 
POTATO BEETLE THIS MONTH IN NEW YORK STATE. IN RETURN, 

THE US WILL PROVIDE THREE KILOGRAMS OF HIRSUTELLA 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THOMPSONI, A PREPARATION PRODUCED BY ABBOTT LABS AND 
USED AGAINST THE CITRUS RUST MITE. 

3. ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE, USDEL EXPRESSED DISSATISFACTION 
WITH THEIR SITE VISITS, WHICH THEY CHARACTERIZED AS SUPER 
FICIAL. USDEL WAS IN PARTICULAR UNHAPPY THAT THE SOVIETS 
HAD SCRUBBED, PRIOR TO USDEL ARRIVAL BUT WITH ITS 
KNOWLEDGE; A VISIT TO AN IMPORTANT LAB IN KISHINEV 
SOVIETS GAVE NO REASON FOR DELETION OF THIS VISIT FROM 
USDEL ITINERARY. 

4. USDEL REPORTED THAT THE ORLOV TRIAL NEVER BECAME 
A TOPIC OF CONVERSATION DURING THE VISIT. ON ONE 
OCCASION, HOWEVER, V. I. SEREGIN, A SENIOR OFFICIAL IN 
MIKROBIOPROM, BROUGHT UP THE QUESTION OF WHICH SIDE 
BENEFITS THE MOST FROM THE BILATERAL S&T BILATERALS, 
CLAIMING THAT HE HAD RECENTLY READ IN AN AMERICAN 
NEWSPAPER A STORY IN WHICH A US SCIENTIST CHARGED THAT 
THESE EXCHANGES ARE ONE-WAY STREETS, BENEFITING ONLY THE 
SOVIET UNION. SEREGIN REPORTEDLY PRESSED THE OPPOSITE 
POINT AND ARGUED THAT THIS EXCHANGE SHOULD DEMONSTRATE 
TO ALL THAT SOVIET SCIENTISTS ARE IN NO WAY INFERIOR TO 
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THEIR us COUNTERPARTS. IN THIS CONNECTION, USDEL NOTED 
WITH SOME DISPLEASURE THAT SEREGIN SEEMED AWARE OF 
CRITICISM OF MICROBIOLOGY JWG ACTIVITIES VOICED PRIVATELY 
BY US SCIENTISTS AT MARCH 1978 COORDINATORS MEETING. OVER 
ALL, HOWEVER, USDEL WAS VERY PLEASED WITH THE RESULTS OF 
THE VISIT. THE SOVIETS, USDEL BELIEVES, SHOWED REAL 
WORTHWHILE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION, A GENERAL OPENNESS, 
AND THE PROVISION OF THE LONG-AWAITED BOVERIN SAMPLE. 
UNLIKE THE SITUATION IN YEARS PAST, USDEL BELIEVES 
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THAT NOW THERE SEEMS TO BE REAL PROMISE FOR AT LEAST 
LIMITED BUT SUBSTANTIVE AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL 
COOPERATION. 

5. COMMENT. THOUGH USDEL ENJOYED A BY AND LARGE 
SUCCESSFUL VISIT, ONLY TIME WILL TELL IF THIS EVENT 
MARKS A REAL TURNING POINT IN MICROBIOLOGY JWG 
COOPERATION. USDEL'S SUCCESS DOES UNDERSCORE THE 
IMPORTANCE OF PERSISTENCE IN PRESSING HOME TO THE 
SOVIETS WHAT WE EXPECT FROM THEM AND PUSHING THEM TO 
MEET THEIR AGREED COMMITMENTS. SOVIET ANXIETY ABOUT 
THE FUTURE OF THE S&T BILATERALS GENERALLY MAY ALSO, 
HOWEVER, HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THIS VISIT'S SUCCESS. 

6. WE BELIEVE THAT THIS PROJECT SHOWS SOME 
PROMISE BUT TO REALIZE THAT US WILL HAVE TO 
CONTINUE TO PRESS THE SOVIETS 

- TO TIGHTEN UP THEIR ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES; 

- TO RESPOND QUICKLY TO US PROPOSALS FOR ADDITIONAL 
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COOPERATIVE ACTIVITY; 

- TO MEET THEIR AGREED COMMITMENTS AND TO DO SO ON A 
LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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MORE TIMELY BASIS; AND 

- TO PROVIDE MORE SUBSTANTIVE SITE VISITS. 

SHOULD THE SOVIETS FAIL TO CONTINUE TO MAKE AN EFFORT 
TO MAKE THIS PROJECT WORK (AS THEY APPARENTLY DID SO 
WELL DURING USDEL VISIT), CONCLUSION OF BOVERIN AND 
HIRSUTELLA TESTS WILL PROVIDE A CONVENIENT POINT FOR 
TERMINATION OF THIS ACTIVITY. MATLOCK 
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